
 

Reused pacemakers cost-saving, safe option
in Third World countries

May 20 2010

Pacemaker reuse may be a safe, effective and ethical alternative to
address the medical needs for people in Third World countries who
couldn't otherwise afford therapy, according to a new study. 

Researchers examined pacemaker reuse compared with a control
population of new device implantation in studies from Jan. 1, 1975 to
July 1, 2009. They assessed complication rates, risk of infection,
physiological complications and device malfunction. 

In four trials with 603 patients, they found new pacemaker implantation
was associated with a 4 percent decrease in overall complications
compared to reuse of previously implanted devices. However, the
finding is not statistically significant. 

They also found no increased risk of infection, physiological
complications or device malfunction. There were no device-related
deaths among those who received new or reused pacemakers. 

Provided by American Heart Association

Citation: Reused pacemakers cost-saving, safe option in Third World countries (2010, May 20)
retrieved 15 July 2023 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2010-05-reused-pacemakers-cost-
saving-safe-option.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/pacemaker/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2010-05-reused-pacemakers-cost-saving-safe-option.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2010-05-reused-pacemakers-cost-saving-safe-option.html


 

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

