
 

Last known Ebola patient discharged in
Guinea

April 20 2016

Guinea's health authorities and the medical charity treating the last
known Ebola patient in the country said Wednesday he had been
discharged after successfully recovering from the disease. 

The elderly man, named as Gbana Kalivogui, was shown smiling broadly
in images released by the ALIMA medical charity, which treated him at
their dedicated unit in the southern city of Nzerekore. 

"The last current confirmed case of Ebola hospitalised in Nzerekore left
last night (Tuesday) fully recovered, and has gone home," said Fode Tass
Sylla, a spokesman for Guinea's Ebola response unit. 

Guinea now no longer has any known Ebola patients, but a spate of
recent cases despite the announcement of the end of the main outbreak
in west Africa has demonstrated the difficulty of managing its aftermath.

"There are no more current confirmed cases in hospital and no suspected
ones admitted to the centre for the moment," ALIMA said in a
statement. 

The World Health Organization announced the reappearance of Ebola in
a Guinean village near the Liberian border on March 17, the same day it
said a similar flare-up had ended in Sierra Leone. 

Since then a little over 1,500 people have been vaccinated after
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potentially coming into contact with the 10 known cases recorded in
Guinea. 

The deadliest period in the history of the feared tropical virus wrecked
the economies and health systems of the three worst-hit west African
nations—Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia—after it emerged in
December 2013. 

The virus has since claimed 11,300 lives. 
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