
 

FDA approves Celgene drug for pancreatic
cancer
7 September 2013

Federal regulators have approved Celgene Inc.'s
drug Abraxane to treat late-stage pancreatic
cancer. 

In experimental trials, the drug extended the lives
of patients by a little less than two months more
than those treated with the current standard drug.

Abraxane is already approved to treat breast
cancer and a type of lung cancer. It accounted for
$155 million in revenue for Celgene in the second
quarter.

Pancreatic cancer is considered especially deadly
and hard to treat. It typically causes few symptoms
until it has spread enough that it can't be surgically
removed.

The National Cancer Institute estimates about
45,000 patients will be diagnosed and about
38,000 will die from the disease this year. 
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