
 

UN: Zika virus link to small-head condition
'circumstantial'
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In this Jan. 18, 2016, file photo, a female Aedes aegypti mosquito acquires a
blood meal on the arm of a researcher at the Biomedical Sciences Institute in the
Sao Paulo's University in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The Aedes aegypti can spread the
Zika virus, which is spreading in parts of Latin America and the Caribbean and
usually causes a mild illness but is now suspected in an unusual birth defect and
possibly other health issues. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)

The World Health Organization says it suspects a link between the
mosquito-borne Zika virus and a rare birth defect that gives babies
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abnormally small heads but says so far the evidence is circumstantial. 

WHO spokesman Christian Lindmeier says the "big task" is to try to
establish a link between the virus and microcephaly, which involves
abnormally small heads in newborns and can affect brain development.

He said the U.N. agency plans a special session Thursday on the virus
during a Geneva meeting of its executive board. He said the virus has
been associated with close to 4,000 microcephaly cases in Brazil, and El
Salvador, Panama, Colombia and Cape Verde also have "large
outbreaks."

Lindmeier told reporters Tuesday the "huge increase" of Zika cases
"gives a lot of reason for concern." 
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