Children with chronic health conditions and
special education needs should receive
more help with online learning
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patients with chronic illnesses keep up academically
with their peers.

These recommendations are based on research
with pediatric oncology patients, who suffered
unique obstacles with online learning in the
COVID-19 pandemic; in fact, more than half, or 57
percent, of parents of children with cancer reported
difficulties with learning online during this time.

Prior to the pandemic, parents of children with
cancer also reported challenges to securing special
education services because of several factors,
including a lack of familiarity with available
resources as well as ways to secure them. But
Credit: Unsplash/CCO Public Domain these challenges are not unique to pediatric cancer
patients; children with other chronic conditions,
including long COVID, or special education needs
face the same obstacles, Dr. Jacobson said.
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This includes gathering a child's full health history
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noting any signs of school challenges the patient

faces. Clinicians can reach out to neuropsychology

teams, educators or social workers to help their
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