
 

Human virus makes fat stem cells fatter
25 October 2006

U.S. research showing how a human virus targets
fat stem cells to produce more, fatter, fat cells is
providing insights into the study of obesity. 

Magdalena Pasarica of the Pennington Biomedical
Research Center in Baton Rouge, La., has been
studying the human adenoviruses-36 and their role
in human obesity. Adenoviruses are the same
viruses that cause colds.

Earlier researchers using mice showed Ad-36
might contribute to obesity by super-charging fat
cells to grow and store more fat. Pasarica's
research with humans shows the virus goes to
work before the formation of human pre-fat cells by
targeting the stem cells that would eventually
convert to pre-fat cells.

The virus causes more stem cells to convert to pre-
fat cells and causes the pre-fat cells to become
bigger fat cells.

Pasarica presented her findings Wednesday in
Baton Rouge during a meeting of the International
Fat Applied Technology Society.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International 

APA citation: Human virus makes fat stem cells fatter (2006, October 25) retrieved 12 October 2022 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2006-10-human-virus-fat-stem-cells.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               1 / 1

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2006-10-human-virus-fat-stem-cells.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

